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THESE AMAZING WOMEN 
Wearing everything from skirts to breeches to the latest in climbing gear, the 
women in this exhibition have walked, ridden, climbed, and skied these peaks 
and valleys. They have established homes here, built a sense of community, 
and welcomed visitors to the Canadian Rockies. Each of them has been shaped 
by these mountains, as each has shaped the culture of this place. Many of these 
women know one another and I am also proud to call some of them my friends. 
Whether or not I have met them, their lives inspire me to meet the daily 
challenges we all face.  – MICHALE LANG, CURATOR AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WHYTE MUSEUM

THE WHYTE MUSEUM OF THE CANADIAN ROCKIES PRESENTS

AN ADVENTUROUS WOMAN ABROAD:  
The Selected Lantern Slides of Mary T. S. Schäffer  
by Michale Lang

In the late 19TH and early 20TH centuries, travelling 
within North American borders or beyond to exotic 
locations was difficult at best and disastrous at 
worst. Mary Schäffer, born into a Pennsylvania-
based Quaker family in 1861, not only conquered 
international travel but also excelled as an explorer, 
surveyor and photographer in the backcountry of 
Canada’s Rocky Mountains and the isolated 
communities of Japan and Formosa (now Taiwan). 

Michale Lang’s new book, published by Rocky 
Mountain Books, features more than 200 of Mary 
Schäffer’s colourful, hand-painted lantern slides 

from the archives of the Whyte Museum. These 
unique works of art detail some of the indigenous 
people and breathtaking landscapes of the Rocky 
Mountains, along with tribal communities of  
Japan and Formosa. Schäffer’s writing, Lang’s 
accompanying narrative, and the book’s overall 
design (inspired by the work of Barbara Hodgson, 
author and designer of The Tattooed Map, No 
Place for a Lady and Opium) opens a unique 
window on the Victorian obsession with 
international travel and discovery. 

Copies are available for sale in our Museum Shop.
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I t was not until 1973, more than 25 years later, 
that Kathy Calvert (1947 – ) was hired as the first 

female warden in the mountain parks. Kathy’s 
climbing, riding, hunting, and skiing skills made 
her one of the best at her job. In addition to her 
career, Kathy continued climbing and skiing. She 
was on the first women’s expedition to Mount 
Logan in 1977 and in 1989 went on the first 
woman’s ski traverse of the Bugaboos to Rogers 
Pass. For the majority of the nine years she worked 
as a warden in Yoho National Park, Kathy also led 
the public safety program. Kathy began her most 
recent career as a writer with Quest for the 
Summits an account of her father, Don Forest,  
a renowned climber. With her husband, Dale 
Portman, she has also written Guardians of the 
Peaks: Mountain Rescue in the Canadian Rockies 
and the Columbia Mountains which was 
nominated for the Alberta Writers Guild Wilfrid 
Eggleston Award for Nonfiction in 2007. 
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Warden’s Wives and Warden’s Lives
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I n 1946, when Dorothy Carleton (1919 – ), a war 
bride from the town of Reading, UK, arrived at 

the door of her primitive one-room cabin with her 
Park Warden husband Ed and their three-month 
old baby, she could not have known that one day 
women would become wardens. She says, “I’m not 
a real adventurer like these other women,” but it 
took courage and a positive attitude to survive the 
long, lonely winters in the back-country with only 
her children and husband for company, particularly 
for someone coming from an urban background. 
Of the more than 40,000 British war brides who 
came to Canada with their soldier husbands,  
there is no reliable information about how many 
returned home, with or without their husbands. 
But some, including Dorothy’s sister-in-law, could 
not make the adjustment. 

WOMEN ADVENTURERS IN THE ROCKIES captures the story of 
women who lead adventurous lives. Not all of them scale the peaks that surround us but each of them has 
met physical, intellectual, artistic or emotional challenges with a spirit of adventure that sets them apart. 

When Mary Schäffer (1861 – 1939) first came 
to the Canadian Rockies in 1885, she would 

never have described herself as an adventurer. She 
pored over the stories of explorers, but it was not 
until her first husband, Charles died that she 
began to follow in their footsteps. To finish the 
book about mountain wildflowers that Charles 
began, she had to acquire the skills that would 
take her into the backcountry and eventually 
enable her to travel through untracked areas by 
horseback to Maligne Lake. She not only became 
the first non-native woman to see this “string of 
pearls” as she described it, but also conducted the 
survey of Maligne Lake that ultimately led to its 
inclusion in Jasper National Park.  

Hunters of Knowledge and Peace 

Mary Vaux (1860 – 1940) a contemporary  
of Schäffer’s, and also a Quaker, traveled 

with her father and brothers. She and her brothers 
studied the great glaciers and, with camera and 
film, captured a legacy in ice. Both Mary Vaux 
and Mary Schäffer were accomplished artists  
who froze the colours of mountain wildflowers  
in water and paint. Each of these women also 
recorded their travels in writing and left a record 
that provides insight into their adventurous spirits 
and indomitable humour. 

Illecillewaet Glacier, 1898, Vaux family fonds (V653 / NG-456),  
Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies

Mary Schäffer, January 22, 1902,  
Vaux family fonds (V653/NG 4 – 959), 
Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies
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Eleanor Luxton (front row, second from right) at work for Canadian Pacific Railway (ca. 1940s), 
Eleanor Luxton Historical Foundation (LUX 5.5.8)

Eleanor Luxton, ca. 1950s, 
Eleanor Luxton Historical 
Foundation Collection

Eleanor Luxton (1908 – 1995), is the only one  
of the women adventurers featured in this 

exhibition actually born and raised in Banff. 
Eleanor had a love of learning throughout her life. 
At an early age, this intellectual adventurer left  
her mountain home to pursue an education on 
Montreal. In the 1940s, Eleanor Luxton worked  
as a draftsperson for Canadian Pacific Railway. 
Even today, only 15 percent of CPR’s workforce  

is female. Eleanor returned home to Banff and is 
still remembered by her students as a remarkable 
and inspiring teacher. Despite ill health, she spent 
her later years documenting her family’s history. In  
her last year, Eleanor created the Eleanor Luxton 
Historical Foundation, dedicated to preserving  
and supporting the history of Banff and western 
Canadian history.

Intellectual Adventuring 

For 32 years, Lizzie Rummel (1897 – 1980),  
the backcountry baroness, welcomed visitors 

to wilderness lodges throughout the Canadian 
Rockies. Born in Germany as Baroness Elizabeth 
von Rummel, she and her family were forced to 
leave in the turbulent time leading up to WW I. 
In 1938, after more than 20 years operating a 
ranch in southern Alberta, at the age of 41 she 
decided to try something new and began her  
long career running lodges at Mt. Assiniboine 
and Skoki. She is remembered fondly by all  
who knew her as simply “Lizzie.” 

As part of her journey toward her back-country 
career, Fran Drummond worked with Lizzie 

for a short time, but she brings her own special 
brand of welcome to her work at Twin Falls 
Chalet in Yoho National Park. Like Lizzie, Fran 
was also born far from the Canadian Rockies, in 
Korea. In addition to a full-time job with Amoco 
Canada Petroleum Company in Calgary, for 
nearly 50 years Fran Drummond has hauled  
30-kg packs up a winding 18 km trail to welcome 
her guests. Her contagious laughter, love, and 
extensive knowledge of this place give her guests 
special insight into the Yoho Valley. Catharine 
Whyte (1906 – 1979), a friend of Fran’s, was one 
of the people who encouraged her and supported 
her to make Twin Falls Chalet the wonderful 
place it is today.  

Elizabeth (Lizzie) Rummel, 1965, Elizabeth Rummel fonds, 
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From City to Backcountry 

Catharine Robb Whyte, 
1924. Whyte Museum  
of the Canadian Rockies

Catharine Robb Whyte, Mount Temple, Larches, ca 1937 – 1945, oil on canvas,  
Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies

Catharine Whyte never failed to support her 
friends and to lend a helping hand to anyone  

in need. She left a deep legacy of caring. She left her 
most enduring mark on Banff as a philanthropist, 
providing contributions to found such organizations 
as the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies and 
the Banff Public Library. But first and foremost, 
Catharine was an artist. Raised in Concord, she met 

Peter Whyte at art school in Boston and following 
their marriage, came with him to live in Banff. Her 
art captures the beauty of this place in bright skies 
over snow-crowned peaks. In addition to the gift  
of more than 800 artworks left by her and Peter, 
Catharine’s almost daily letters to her mother are  
a legacy that documents daily life in Banff in as 
profound and personal a way as her art.

Living the Life of an Artist  

The two Marys had only men to guide them 
when they visited here. In 1992, 93 years 

after the first Swiss Guide was brought to the 
Canadian Rockies by the Canadian Pacific 
Railway in 1899, Diny Harrison (1958 – ) was  
the first North American woman to become  
an internationally certified full mountain guide  
and member of the International Federation of 
Mountain Guides. Like many of these women 
adventurers, her skill, talent and perseverance  
are tempered by a wild sense of humour.  

Nancy Hansen, 2011, photograph by Craig Richards,  
Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies

Diny Harrison, 2011, photograph by Craig 
Richards, Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies

Pushing the Boundaries 

Early adventurers such as Mary Schäffer and 
Mary Vaux inspire many contemporary 

women. Each of the women I interviewed for this 
exhibition remarked that they were honored to be 
in the company of such amazing women from the 
past. When Mary Vaux, at the age of 43, became 
the first woman to climb Mt. Stephen, a peak 
over 10,000 feet (3199 m), it is unlikely that she 
could have envisioned Nancy Hansen (1969 – ) 
climbing all 54 peaks over 11,000 feet (3,350 
meters) in the Canadian Rockies. Nancy was the 
first and only female to accomplish this feat. 


